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Monday, February 9, 1987 vol. 11 No. 23 Grand Valley State College 
President Responds to Appropriation Recommendation 
In responding to Governor 
Blanchard's budget recommenda-
tions for Grand Valley State, 
President Lubbers noted, "It's 
not clear how we will fare 
overall, because there is 
still an unknown element in 
the proposal." 
The current state appro-
p ria tion for the college was 
$ 20,346,192. The recommenda-
tion for the coming year is 
$22,821 , 213. The $2,475,121 
increase includes $1,791,000 
earmarked for the opening of 
the college's new Grand Rapids 
Center in January 1988. 
"Naturally, we're pleased 
with the recommendation for 
operational funds for our new 
Grand Rap i ds Center, even 
though it is less than we re-
quested , " the President said. 
"We believe we can work within 
that limit and still operate 
the Center efficiently, as 
well as providing such ele-
ments as computer equipment, 
engineering lab facilities, 
and other essentials to the 
academic programs and services 
planned there." 
The onl y other funding rec-
ommendation by the Governor 
for GVSC was a 3.4% inflation 
adjustment of $684,122. As 
Pres ident Lubbers noted, 
"While this would assure our 
abil i ty to continue programs 
at present levels, our ability 
to strengthen needed services 
would depend on whether the 
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actual inflation percentage is 
less or greater than that pro-
jection. 
"Of course," he added, "This 
is not necessar i ly the whole 
story as far as our budget is 
concerned. There is another 
$15 million in the higher edu-
cation budget proposal--funds 
which the Governor would pa r-
cel out in varying increases 
for colleges , based on a 
formula funding system." 
The system as proposed 
places each college into one 
of three so-called peer 
groups. The level of fu nding 
for each would then be based 
statistically on the funding 
levels of 20 or 30 other pre-
sumably comparable public in-
stitutions nationwide. Lub-
bers indicated that it is cer-
tainly too early to tell how 
Across Campus 
Board of Control 
To Meet Friday 
The Board of Control will 
meet on Friday, February 13, 
at 11 a.m. Since this will be 
the Board's annual meeting, 
the agenda includes the elec-
tion of officers. Other items 
are the approval of an honor-
ary degree candidate and re-
ports on continuing education, 
enrollment, housing, place-
ment, and general education. 
Information will also be pre-
sented on the construction 
Late Bulletin! 
the f ormula mig ht affect Grand 
Valley's fina l appropriation. 
He pointed out that $15 mil -
lion is not real l y ve r y much 
money to div i de up among th e 
state's 15 public colleges and 
-unive rs ities. "Any formula is 
usually more acceptable--as 
well as workable --when t he re 
are lots of doll a rs to go 
around. Even though ther e a re 
more dollars t h is ye ar than 
· there were five year s ago, it 
stifl isn't enough to make 
formula fu nding easy t o adopt. 
"From what we hear from Lan-
sing, some legislators will 
generall y s upport the concept , 
while others will show l i t tle 
interest in it," he said, "and 
until the legi slative p rocess 
is completed we won't have a 
clear sense of Grand Valley's 
financial picture for next 
year." 
schedule of the Grand Rapids 
Center, an upgrade of WGVC-FM , 
and the Michigan Educat ion 
Trust. The meeting will be 
held in Kirkhof Center. 
Director Appointed for New 
Freshman Orientation Program 
History Professo r Dennis 
Devlin has been appointed di-
rector of Grand Valley' s ne w 
Freshman Orientation Program . 
Although the college has h ad a 
s y stem of summer orientations 
Continued on Page 2 
Grand Rapids Center Topping-Off Ceremony 
Tuesday Afternoon at 3:00PM 
Steel workers on the new Downtown Center project will 
put the last piece of steel framework in place at about 
3 o'clock Tuesda1f February 10, and will commemorate the 
event with the traditional topping-off -- planting an 
American flag, a Grand Valley State flag, .. . and a 
Christmas tree atop the nine-storey superstructure 
followed by a brief champagne celebration of the 
occasion. This winter's generally mild weather h as 
enabled work crews to stay well ahead o f the or i g inal 
construction timetable--right on schedule for a 
projected opening date in early January 1 988. 
Coming Events 
Faculty Colloquium Lecture 
On Child Abuse 
The next lecture in the Fa-
culty Colloquia Series is en-
titled "Child Sexual Abuse: 
social Problem or Mass Hyster-
ia?" The lecture will be pre-
sented by Sociology Professor 
Mary deYoung at 3 p.m. on 
Tuesday, February 10, in Room 
260, Lake Superior Hall. 
Reception for 
Financial Aid Employee 
A retirement reception for 
Loraine Laug, a 15-year em-
ployee in the Financial Aids 
and Student Employment Offi-
ces, will be held on Thursday, 
February 12, at 3 p.m. in the 
lounge of Seidman House. All 
faculty and staff are invited 
to attend. 
Career Conference 
To Be Held Next Week 
Representatives from over 50 
organizations will be on cam-
pus on Tuesday, February 17, 
for the fourteenth annual Ca-
reer Day Conference. "The 
purpose of Career Day," says 
Thomas M. Seykora, Placement 
Director, "is to alert stu-
dents to the employment oppor-
tunities in the area and at 
the same time to allow employ-
ers to discuss specific career 
possibilities with individual 
students." 
Seykora says employer parti-
cipants this year include res-
taurants, hotels, insurance 
companies, manufacturers, mil-
itary service branches, go-
vernmental units, and private 
non-profit organizations. 
"We're committed to presenting 
students with the information 
they need in order to make 
informed decisions about their 
careers and the academic pro-
grams they should pursue," he 
says. 
The Career Conference 
be held from 10 a.m. to 
p.m. in Kirkhof Center. 
will 
1:30 
The 
event is open to all area col-
lege students. 
Hew Lecture Series 
To Open Friday 
The William Harry Jellema 
Lecture Series, which will 
sponsor guest lecturers pre-
senting the various aspects of 
general education, will open 
this Friday with a panel dis-
cussion on Jellema' s role in 
shaping Grand Valley's new 
general education require-
ments. Jellema was influen-
tial as one of the college's 
pioneer professors~ who served 
in the Philosophy Department 
from 1962 to 1974. He died in 
1982. 
Members of the discussion 
panel will be: 
Dewey Hoitenga, professor 
of philosophy, who was one of 
Jellema's students and col-
leagues. 
-- Rudolph Bijkerk, professor 
of psychology, who was Jelle-
ma's colleague at Calvin Col-
Across Campus 
Continued from Page 1 
for several years, a new pro-
gram has recently been devel-
oped to better meet the needs 
of incoming students. 
Several committees have 
worked for the past two years 
to extend the orientation p·ro-
gram and to make it more sub-
stantial, personal, and time-
ly. Last sum.'l\er pilot pro-
grams were offered on a limit-
ed basis. They proved so suc-
cessful that they will be ex-
tended to virtually all in-
coming freshmen next year. 
The program includes four 
elements: 
Academic Experience Semi-
nar. A session that helps 
students know what to expect 
in college classes. 
Summer Advising. Sessions 
in which well-informed faculty 
advisors will work closely 
with students regarding aca~ 
demic information, particular-
ly in the area of the new gen-
eral education requirements. 
--Freshman Seminar. A small 
group of students who will 
meet with a faculty advisor 
weekly at least through the 
first eight weeks of the sem-
ester. 
page 2 
lege and at GVSC, and served 
as chair of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Senate when that 
group worked on formulating 
the new general education pro-
gram. 
-- Jon Jellema, associate pro-
fessor of English, and Jelle-
ma's son, who served as the 
chair of the general education 
committee for several years. 
Provost Glenn Niemeyer will 
moderate the panel. The dis-
cussion will begin at 2 p. m. 
in the Portside Room, Kirkhof 
Center. All faculty and staff 
are invited to attend. The 
Forum will regularly publish 
information on upcoming lec-
tures in the series. 
-- Advising Corps. A group of 
faculty who will work closely 
with freshman students from 
the time they are admitted to 
Grand Valley into the second 
semester of their freshman 
year. 
In appointing Devlin to di-
rect the new program, Vice 
President for Academic Affairs 
Glenn Niemeyer said, "Dennis 
has demonstrated a genuine 
interest in curriculum in his 
work with students and in his 
dedication to the Honors Pro-
gram. He also has the ability 
to work effectively with other 
faculty members to assure the 
success of the new program." 
Band Concert Recording 
Available 
The GVSC Concert Band is 
taking orders for a recording 
of the band's performance at 
the 42nd Midwestern Music Con-
ference held at the University 
of Michigan on January 24. 
Anyone wishing to purchase a 
record, priced at $6.75, 
should write a check to "GVSC 
Band" and send it to the Music 
Department Office, 150 Calder 
Fine Arts Center. 
, , 
GVSC Students' ACT Test Scores Up 
The American College Test 
Scores of GVSC students have 
increased steadily over the 
past decade. In 1977, the 
mean composite score for stu-
dents was 18.6. In 1986, the 
average was 19.9. There has 
also been a significant in-
crease in the number of first-
time college students who have 
submitted their ACT scores on 
their admission applications. 
In 1977, 45 percent submitted 
the score, in 1986, 90 percent 
chose to do so. 
The graph below shows GVSC 
students' ACT scores compared 
to the national norms. 
Natural Science Reading Test 
Year Mean Standard Score 
1977 21.1 
1982 21. 6 
1986 22.6 
Composite Score 
1977 18.6 
1982 19.0 
1986 19.9 
The following graph shows that GVSC FTIACS have composite scores slightly 
above the national norms. 
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Physical Plant News 
• Grand Rapids Center construction is proceeding on schedule, with the 
structural steel making a very noticeable addition to the Grand Rapids 
skyline. 
Preoccupancy planning is coming along well with much to be done as 
building occupancy is still expected to be January, 1988. 
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Faculty Sketches 
Gilbert Davis, professor of 
English, has been elected to a 
three-year term on the board 
of Opera Grand Rapids. For 
the past six years, Davis has 
been writing the program notes 
for the 20-year-old opera com-
pany. 
A book entitled Exiles and 
Ironists: Essays on the Kin-
ship of Heine and Laforgue, by 
Ursula Franklin, professor of 
French, will be published by 
Peter Lang publishers as the 
first volume in a new series 
entitled "North American Stu-
dies in Nineteenth Century 
German Literature." 
Samir IsBak, professor of 
management, has been appointed 
by the Roxbury Publishing co. 
to the editorial advisory 
board for the book, Decision-
Making in Business. IsHak was 
also invited to write a chap-
ter in the new edition of the 
book. 
Phillip Pratt, professor of 
mathematics and computer sci-
ence, and Joseph Adamski, as-
sociate professor of math and 
computer science, have written 
a textbook entitled Database 
Systems Management and Design. 
The book is published by Boyd 
and Fraser Publishing Co., 
Boston. 
Barbara Spring, adjunct fa-
culty member in the English 
department, has written an 
article on Lake Michigan shore 
ice that was published in the 
February edition of Muskegon 
Magazine. 
Donald Williams, Sr., direc-
tor of the Minority Business 
Education Center, will be the 
keynote speaker for the ~hird 
Annual 1987 Sweetheart Court 
Celebration to be held on Feb-
ruary 14. The program is en-
titled: "1,000 Years of Chris-
tian Love" and is dedicated to 
black women throughout the 
community for their personal 
involvement in church, civic, 
family, and community life. 
Welcome to GVSC 
WGVC/WGVK Appoints Assistant 
Development Manager 
Ralph Harris, of Ann Arbor, 
has been named Assistant De-
velopment Manager for WGVC/ , 
WGVK-TV. He will be responsi-
ble for planning, organizing, 
and implementing program un-
derwriting activities and spe-
cial projects for the station. 
Harris was most recently 
Director of Sales and Adver-
tising for the Michigan Pan-
thers of the United States 
Football League. He has also 
Calendar of Events 
Tuesday, February 10 
had experience in development, 
marketing, and fund-raising 
for educational institutions 
and has worked as a teacher 
and administrator in public 
and private schools for twenty 
years. 
Harris earned both his B.S. 
and M.A. degrees from Central 
Michigan University and has 
completed three years of doc-
toral course work at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. 
12 noon: Lunchbreak. Maria Royce, harpist, and Christopher 
Kantner, flutist. Free. Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
3 p.m.: Faculty Colloquium . "Child Sexual Abuse: Social 
Problem or Mass Hysteria?" 260 Lake Superior Hall. 
Thursday, February 12 
3 p.m.: Retirement Reception. Seidman House Hounge. 
5:45 p.m. Women's basketball. Lake Superior State at GVSC. 
8 p.m.: Men's basketball. Lake Superior State at GVSC. 
Friday, February 13 
Wrestling . GVSC at Great Lakes Conference Tournament. 
11 a.m.: Board of Control meeting. Kirkhof Center. 
8 p.m.: Play. Jules Feiffer's "Little Murders," a 
contemporary satire on modern American urban life. 
Tickets available at the door. $4.50, general admission: 
$2.00, GVSC students, senior citizens, and handicappers: 
$2.25 for GVSC faculty and staff, ·opening night only. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
Saturday, February 14 
1 p.m.: Women's swimming. Michigan State at GVSC. 
1 p.m.: women's basketball. Michigan Tech. at GVSC. 
2 p.m.: William Harry Jellema Lecture Series, Portside 
Room, Kirkhof Center. 
3 p.m.: Men's basketball. Michigan Tech. at GVSC. 
8 p.m.: Play. Jules Feiffer's "Little Murders." Tickets 
available at the door. $4.50 ; general admission: $2 . 00, 
GVSC students, senior citizens, and handicappers. Louis 
Armstrong Theatre. 
Sunday, February 15 
10:30 a.m . : 
6:30 p.m.: 
Dialogue worship. Kistler Pit. 
Catholic mass. 124 Lake Huron Hall. 
Monday, February 16 
5:45 p.m.: Women's basketball. Saginaw Valley at GVSC. 
8 p.m.: Men's basketball. Saginaw Valley at GVSC. 
, - • r"f - ..... 
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Notes from the 
Personnel Office 
Salary Inforaation Printout 
The updated 1986-87 Grand 
Valley State College Faculty 
and Staff Salary Information 
printout is now on reserve in 
the library. The information 
includes employee names, ti-
tles, departments, 1985-86 and 
1986-87 salaries, gross sala-
ries paid in 1985 and 1986 and 
other demographic information. 
Interested parties may also 
review the information in the 
Pe~sonnel Office or purchase 
their own copy for $3 from 
Personnel. 
Job Openings 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Library Clerk, zumberge Li-
brary. $6.53-$7.57. 
Student Employment 
tant, Financial Aid. 
$9.66 . 
Assis-
$8.36-
Executive, Administrative and 
Professional 
Financial Aid Assistant 
(search reopened) Financial 
Aid. $17,975-$29,575. 
Collections Coordinator, 
Accounting. $16,325-$26,875. 
Faculty 
Associate / Full Professor, 
Public Administration. Soc i al 
Sciences Division. 
Assistant / Associate Pro f es-
sor, Psychology. 
Assistant/Associate Profes-
sor, School of Social Work. 
For details, call Personnel, 
ext. 3215. 
